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An examination of 54 language arts textbooks (grades 3-6) was made to 
determine textbook content criteria and the amount and specific nature of the speech 
and listening contents. The results indicated that authors and publishers feel that 
language skills (1) are used primarily for communicating, for social compentency, and 
for thinking, (2) are best taught by focusing on specific areas, (3) should be 
developed in social situation, and (4) should be taught by emphasizing oral language 
first. But, most textbooks give more space to six other language arts areas than to 
speech or listening activities. The following conclusions about the specific content of 
speech and listening lessons can be made; (1) Those speech activities emphasized 
most, in order of rank, are giving talks, conversation and discussion, dramatization, 
storytelling, social amenities, articulation, enunciation, pronunciation, and telephoning. 
(2) In listening content, teaching listening directly ranked highest in allotted space, (o) 
Creativity, spontaneity, and the use of bodily action in speaking were generally 
neglected. (4) Skill development in voice usage is limited by the printed page, and 
teachers must supplement textbooks with oral teaching devices. (LH) 
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Speech and Listening m Language 
Arts Textbooks: Part I 



One of the modern trends in the lan- 
guage arts is an increased concern for the 
development of oral language skills in the 
elementary school child. Methods text- 
books, official professional publications, 
research projects, and teacher training 
practices reflect a new emphasis on speech 
and listening. It therefore seems appropri- 
ate to investigate specific provisions for 
training in oral communication within the 
language arts framework. 

One approach to this problem is the 
study of pupil textbooks and their teache r 
manuals. The textbook represents the 
opinions and research of not just one author 
but a team of experts. It supplies a system- 
atic and graded record of information 
and potential classroom experiences. The 
presence or absence of material in a book 
does not necessarily indicate that material's 
presence or absence in classroom practice, 
but the textbook is one of the most influen- 
tial materials that is used on a nationwide 
basis. 

Purpose 

This study examined the kind and quan- 
tity of speech and listening content in 
language arts pupil textbooks for grades 
three through six. Three questions were 
raised: (1) What criteria guide the authors 

Dr. Brown is an Assistant Professor and Chairman 
of the Department of Speech Education at North- 
western University, Evanston, Illinois. This paper 
is based on his doctoral dissertation, completed at 
Northwestern University in 1965 under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Karl F. Robinson. The concluding por- 
tion of the paper will appear next month. 



and publishers in writing the textbooks? 
(2) To what degree and how are speech 
and listening content emphasized? (3) 
What is the nati re of the speech and listen- 
ing content? 

The study included fifty-four textbooks 
that were published from 1959 through 
1964. The fourteen series that were ana- 
lyzed were as follows: 

Title 

English Your 
Language 
Our English 
Language 

Language for Daily 
Use 

New Building 
Better English 
English Is Our 
Language 
American English 

English for Meaning 
Using Good English 
Voyages in English 
The Macmillan 
English Series 
Language Roundup 

Learn to Listen, 

Speak and Write 
Enjoying English 
The New Webster 
Language 

Procedures 

The quantity of the speech and listening 
content was measured by the number of 
lessons and the number of pages. The 
lesson count revealed how frequently 
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